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‘A FUNERAL DISCOURSE. 


* 


PSALM xvii. 15. 


AS FOR ME, I WILL BEHOLD THY FACE IN RIGHTEOUS= 
NESS 5; I SHALL BE SATISFIED, WHEN I AWAKE WITH 
THY LIKENESS. 


Iw this and fome preceding verles, David defcribes 
his perfecutors, invokes the divine interpofition, and _ 
exprefles his own fupport and hope. « “*’Anfe, O- 
“ Lord,—deliver my foul from the wicked, who 
“ are thy fword ; from men who are thy hand, O 
“ Lord ; from men of the world, who have their 
<¢ portion in this life; and whofe belly thou filleft 
“¢ with thy hid treafure; their children are full, 
“¢ and they leave the reft of their fubftance to their 
“ babes. As for me, I will behold thy face in right- 
“ eoufnefs ; I fhall be fatisfied, when I awake with 
“ thy likenefs.”” 

The comparifon here made between a portion on 
earth and in heaven might lead us to inquire dif- 
tinétly into the nature of each—examine the char- 
acter of the fubje€ts—and eftablifh the conclufion, 
that a fatisfying happimefs lies in the approbation 
and enjoyment of God. But, waving the difcuffion 
of thefe points, we will attend to the aims and hopes 
of David as exprefled in the text. The time to 
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‘«* whom God.imputeth righteoufnefs without works, 
“© faying, Blefled are they whofe tranfgreflions are 
‘* forgiven, and whofe fins are covered. Bleffed is 
«¢ the man to whom the Lord will not impute fin.” 
Paul was a good commentator on the words of 
David, and had the fame view of the way of right- 
eoufnefs. _‘‘ Godis in Chrift reconciling the world 
* to himfelf, not imputing unto them their trefpaf- 
“¢ fes. For He hath made him, who knew no fin, 
“ to bea fin-offering for us, that we might be made 
‘* the righteoufnefs of God in him.” . 

It hence follows, that, by righteoufne/s, David 
could intend no other than the righteoufneds of faith, 
of which the law and prophets teftified. <“ Thou 
“6 fpakeft in vifion to thy holy One, and faidft, I 
“¢ have laid help on One who is mighty. | Bleffed 
‘* are the people who hear the joyful found: They 
¢ fhall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy counte- 
“ nance. In thy name fhall they rejoice all the 
‘¢ day, and in thy righteoufnefs fhall they be ex- 
“¢ alted.”” : Fi. 

Had David placed any dependance on theatone- 
ments of the law for juftification, why did he fay, 
Thou defireft not facrifice, elfe would I give it? The 
covenant of better hopes was his whole confidence, 
the joy of his heart in all his affli€tions, the fupport 
of his laft moments. He looked for the bleffings of 
this covenant on the terms of faith and repentance. 
“© Behold, thou defireft truth in the inward parts. 
«< Create in me a clean heart, @ God! and renew 
“ aright fpirit within me. The facrifices of God 
‘¢ are a broken {pirit, a’ broken and contrite heart, 
« O God, thou wilt not defpife.” He found no 
reft, but in confefling his fin with inward fhame and 
contrition. 

Thofe are juftified by grace thro’ faith, who are 
reconciled to God in Chrift, and heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life; who are renewed in right- 
eoufnefs and holinefs. ‘* Whom he did foreknow, 
** he alfo did predeftinate to be conformed to the im- 
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*<_ age of his Son—who gave himfelf for us, that he 
** might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify to 
‘¢ himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”’ 
His difciples are not conformed to this world: Their 
converfation is in heaven. ‘Their treafure and heart 
arethere. ‘ The fpirit of life in Chrift Jefus hath 
** made them meet to become partakers of the in- 
‘¢ heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
** fadeth not away.” 


The righteoufnels of the faints is at prefent blend- 
ed with imperfection. The fpirit and flefh maintain 
a conflict. They have to work out falvation with 
fear and trembling. Sometimes their mental dark- 
nefs is great. It is a rare privilege to be exempt 
from mifgivings. In this probationary ftate, there 
are many obftacles to faith and holinefs; ftrong 
prejudices ; potent corruption within; fnares and 
allurements without; the prince of darknefs hath 
great power. Compafled with infirmity, fubje& to 
like paffions, thofe, in whom Chrift is formed, may 
be wearied and faint—impatient to know what the 
Father hath kept in his own power. Their declen- 
fions fometimes call for bitter repentance. 


When. a faint fhall behold the face of God in 
heaven, how improved will his character be? how 
altered his views? I fha!l behold thy face in right- 
eoufnefs—be changed into the fame image, from 
glory to glory, according to the meafure of my im- 
mortal powers—know affuredly that thou art my 
reconciled God, and live in the eternal enjoyment 
of thy fmiles. Or I fhall appear before thee in the 
righteoufnels of the Holy and Fuft One. “ Thou art 
“ well pleafed for nis righteoufnefs’ fake.”” In him 
thou wilt own me as thine—ranfomed by his blood 
—to be prefented by him without fpot. The Holy 
Spirit having enlightened, purified and refined my 
foul, I will plead before thy throne the perfect 
righteoulnefs of the Mrpiator. 
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Il, Our fubjeét mentions, THIRDLY, the affump-- 
tion of a divine likenefs. I shalt be fatisfied, when- 
I awake with THY LIKENESS. ha ad 


scnglogy § i 
» The great fimilarity of this language to that of 
St. John, 1. Epiftle iii. 2. fhews that David and the 
apoftle refer to the fame fubjeét, and mean the fame 
thing. < It doth not yet appear what we thall be : 
« But we know that, when he fhall appear, we fhall 
“« be like him ; for we fhall fee him as heis.” The 
apoftle fpeaks of the glorious appearance of Jefus 
Chrift. David, being a prophet, forefaw and fore- 
told the refurreGtion, afcenfion, kingdom and glory 
of the Messtan. When he {peaks of “* awaking 
« in his likenefs,”” the fame period, and the fame 
thing, are intended as St. John expreffeth in the 
words, ** We fhall be like him; for we thall fee 
* him as he is.” We attempt not to defcribe what 
_ is indefcribable ; to explain what is incomprehenfi- 
ble. It doth not yet appear-what it is to be like 
him, to fee him as he is. ‘Fhe apoftle doth no more 
than aflure the children of God, that, at the fecond: 
coming of Chrift, they fhall be like him, now that 
he is raifed to immortal life ; and fee him in all his. 
glory—fee him as their Saviour and everlafting 
friend.. But of this vifion and likenefs our prefent 
faculties can form no conception. ys! 
Paul faith, ‘© When Chrift, who is our life, fhalt 

© appear, then fhall ye alfo appear with him in 
<< glory.” . He defcribes true Chriftians as dead 
_and rifen with Chrift ; having their “ affection fet’ 
*< on things above, not on things on the earth. If 
« we have been planted together in the likenefs of 
«¢ his death, we fhall be alfo in the likenefs of his 
“ yefurrection.”” No ftate or qualities of the Chrif- 
tian on earth can correfpond to the likenefs of Chrift, 
which fhall be afflumed upon his awaking from the 
grave to the refurrection of life. 

- When it is afked, With what body will juft men 
rife ? the only anfwer is, With a /piritual body. 
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“6 It is raifed in incorruption—in glory—in power.” 
Such will be the difference between ‘the refurrection 
body and the prefent weak, corruptible, vile body 5 
this body of /umiliation. But it doth not appear 
what the fpiritual body is—what the incorruption, 
glory and power. We mutt be content with general 
affurances. Caught up into the third heavens, Paul 
knew not whether he was in the body or out. No 
human voice could utter the words he heard. ‘The 
‘three witnefles of our Lord’s transfiguration bebeld 
his glory, the glory as of the onxx BEGOTTEN of the 
Father—emblem of his majefty, when he fhall come 
“in power and glory to judge the world. Maiah had 
a fimilar view of his glory. . 

- In thefe.and other miraculous inftances, the man- 
ifeftation feemed to overbear the human frame. If 
a glimpfe of his glory made fuch impreffion, its full 
fplendor can be.endured only by a transformation 
into the likenefs of his refurrettion. The redemp- 
tion of the body from the bondage of corruption is the 
glorious liberty, the manifeftation, of the fons of God. 
“The afflembled univerfe will behold them as the ran- 
- fomed of the Lord ; brought to glory by the captain of 
their falvation, who, to this end, was made perfect 
thro? fufferings. Corruption cannot inherit incor- 
ruption. TWence the neceflity of .awaking in his 
likenefs. It is effentially requifite to the enjoyment 
of that world. 

The body being a part of our compound nature, 
we cannot be completely blefled without. But in 
order to this, it muft be changed from natural to 
fpiritual, from corruptible to incorruptible, from 
vile to glorious. For the prefent body is a prifon 
to an immortal mind. . The immortal. principle, 
embodied in an hou/e of clay, which is crufhed before 
the moth, perceives only thro’ the medium of organs, 
which are capable of admitting no other than ‘¢ lim- 
<¢ ited fenfations.” But if the body, which now 
fetters the faculties of the foul, will be reftored from 
the grave, and put on immortality, it may be fo far 
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from limiting and obftruéting the faculties of the 


* foul, fo far from diminifhing and wins te pleaf- 


ures, that it will contribute to intelle€tual and moral 
improvement. So great will be the alteration, when 
this earthly houfe fhall be exchanged for the eternal 
building of God in heaven—the celeftial body, in 
the likenefs of him, who, “ being raifed from the 
“¢ dead, dieth no more—hath the keys of hell and 
“* death, having deftroyed him who had the power 
“< of death, and delivered thofe who thro’ fear of it 
“ were fubjeé&t to bondage.” Awaking in his like- 
nefs, tho’ it tranfcends our conceptions, is a general 
affurance, that an immortal body, united to an im- 


mortal foul, will add to the perfection and blifs of - 


juft men. We may implicitly believe him, who, 


being in the form of God, humbled himfelf, was 


found in fafhion asa man, and made like unto us 
in all things, fin excepted, that we might be’ like 


unto him in purity and immortality. ‘ Look to ~ 


“« him, who, for the joy fet before him, became 


“< obedient to the death of the crofs—whom there- 


** fore God hath highly exalted,—that in the name 
<< of Jefus every knee might bow, and every tongue 
<< confefs him Lord.” ‘This may give fome idea 
of eternal redemption—the perfe@tion and blifs of 
thofe who fhall have part in the refurreCtion of the 
jut. clingy 't 


IV. We therefore propofed, in the lait place, to 


fuggeft a few thoughts on the perfeétion of their 


future happinefs. J sw4rz BE SATISFIED, when 
awake with thy likenefs. ; fos 


We mutt contemplate the fubje& with much hu- 
mility. Wecannot look within the vail, whither 
Sefus the fore-runner is for us entered.  Affared as 
we are, that, when he fhall appear, the fons of God 
fhall be like him, and fee him as he is ; and it not yet 
appearing what they fhall be, our fupreme concern 
is to feek the qualifications for that world, of which 
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no abftraét contemplation can give us an idea to be 
compared with the poffeffion. ~ « 

When the foul is /atisfied, it has‘ reached the 
fummit of its wifhes. But it muft know, that this 
fatisfa€tion will be perpetuated and undiminifhed— 
that its enjoyments fhall always be proportioned to 
its faculties. Such fatisfa€tion David did not look 
for on earth—no, not under any gladnefs from the 
light of God’s countenance. He fpeaks of a fatis- © 
fa&tion to be derived from an immediate view of 
God. His happinefs would be perfectly fatisfac- 
tory, when he fhould appear before God complete 
in righteoufnefs, bearing the likenefs of the Saviour 
in immortality of body and mind united. 

Saints on earth have prefent experience of the 
fpecial love of God ; and the fulleft affurance that 
he will be all that to them, will do all that for them, 
which they need. “ They look to him, and are. 
“¢ lightened ; and their faces are not afhamed. 
«¢ My foul is fatisfied as with marrow and fatnefs, 
“and my mouth fhall praife thee with joyful lips. 
«© Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
<¢ none upon earth that I defire befides thee. For 
<¢ with thee is the fountain of life. My foul thirft- 
*¢ eth for the living God, as the hart panteth after 
“¢ the water-brooks.” The feal of the Spirit’ is, in 
real Chriftians, the earne/t of their inheritance, until 
the redemption of the purchafed poffeffion. They 
have fellowfhip with the Father, and with his Son 
Jefus Chrift. The Father and Son make their 
abode with them. The peace which paffeth all 
underftanding is theirs. ‘* Thefe things have I 
¢ fpoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
‘¢ you ; and that your joy might be full.” St. Paul 
faith, “« God hath fhined in our hearts, to give the 
“ ‘light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of 
<< Jefus Chrift.” He prayed for his converts, that 
they might take the dimenfions of the love of Uhri/?, 
and be filled with all the fulnefs of God. Such 
feriptures give a fublime idea of the Chriftian’s 
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prefent joy in God through our Lord Jefus Chrit— 
joy which abundantly compenfates any tribulation 
in the world, and is a fure guard againft the trou- 
bles of the heart. All things work ore . 


good to believers. God is faithful, and will not 
fuffer them to be tempted above that they are able. 
But the greateft proficients in the divine life on 
earth, thofe to whom the Saviour maketh the high- 
eft manifeftations, are far from perfection in holi- 
nefs, knowledge or blifs. - Though the fpirit of 
life in Chrift Jefus hath made them free, and is in 
them as a well of water {pringing up to everlafting 
life; they yet have to bewail indwelling fin, and 
groan being burdened. mperfect grace admits not 
of perfect joy. Saints, in their earthly houfe, have 
but a very faint conception of the glory of the houfe 
from heaven. fai Ae pytae tt 
Paul, who came behind none in Chriftian attain- 
ments, exprefles himfelf thus : “<I count not myfelf 
“ to have attained, or to be already perfeét; but 
« forgetting the things which are behind, and reach 
‘ ing forth unto thofe things which are before, I 
«< prefs toward the mark for the prize of the high 
“ calling of God in Chrift Jefus—If by any means . 
«< T might attain unto the refurrection of the dead.” 
And again: “I reckon that the fufferings of the 
‘© prefent time are not worthy to be compared with 
<< the glory which hall be revealed in. us. For the 
‘ earneft expedtation of the creature waiteth for 
«< the redemption of the body from the bondage of 
<< corruption into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
« dren of God.” Not fatisfied with any prefent 
attainments in the Chriftian life, he earneftly pur- 
fued greater heights in it. Not fatisfied with the 
manifeftations which Chrift had made to him, he 
defired to depart, and be with Chrift, which is far 
better. He waited for the prize, the crown of right- 
eoufnefs, which the Lord the righteous Judge will 
give, at his appearing, to all who love him. 


David felicitated himfelf, that his joy, from the 


a 
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light of God’s countenance, was, beyond compari- 
fon, fupérior to the external fatisfaGtions of worldly 
men. Yet he felt that fomething beyond this mor- 
tal flate was neéceflary to fatisfy him. Though hap- 
py in the tokens of God’s love, {till the ultimate 
objeét of his hope was, that he fhould behold his 
reconciled face hereafter. I fhall be fatisfied, when 
Yawake with thy likenefs. ‘In thy prefence is FuL- 
“ ness of joy ; and at thy right hand are pleafures 
* evermore. My flefh and my heart faileth; but 
& God is the ftrength of my heart, and my portion 
* forever. 1 will fear no evil, though I walk thro’ 
s the valley of the fhadow of death.” 

The godly now walk by obfcure faith of blifs in 
reverfion, They believe in and love an unfeen Sa- 
viour. ‘They have an earneft defire to fee him as 
he is—to behold, and partake of, his glory. In 
this profpe& they rejoice even now with joy un- 
{peakable. The manfions, which he hath prepared 
for them, are exempt. fromthe darknefs, miferies, 
temptations and imperfections of a mortal life—ex- 
empt from fears and doubts, and the control of the 
bodily appetites. 

This world is their childhood in knowledge. 
They think, argue and underftand as children. 
Their means and opportunities for the acquifition 
of knowledge are {mall. Thofe who are moft in- 
tenfe in the fearch of truth, not feldom impair health, 
and contract life. ‘The more any increafe in the 
knowledge of the only true God, and of Jefus Chrift, 
the greater the joy in believing. This is the begin- 
ning of eternal life. Yet the greateft proficients /ee 
at prefent darkly, through a glafs ; and know but 
in part. When that which is perfect is come, that 
which is in part fhall be done away. God is light, 
and in his light the righteous fball fee light—tee as 
they are feen, and know as they are known. God 
will be their everlafting light, In his light, full of 
glory, all muft be day. “ The foul, when difen- 
“ gaped from the fenfes, in which it is now invel-, 
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oped, will fubfift in a manner more noble than it 
could during its union with matter. Let thefe 
prifon-walls be broken down ; let the foul take 
its natural flight, and expatiate at be then it 
“ becomes capable of new, inconceivable delights 
* —fees as do thofe pure intelligencies, who never 
*¢ were clothed with flefh and blood, and hears as 
“<a pure {pirit.”—But we know not what the ways 
and means of perception are in the world of {pirits. 

‘The bolinefs of heaven.is as perfect as its light. 
Nothing defileth. Nothing fullies the virtues of suf 
men made perfect. Nothing impedes their progrels. 
Temptation and confli& are unknown in a world of 
pure, feraphic contemplation, love and worfhip— 
of recompences, not of trial; of fecurity, not of 
danger.» All tears are wiped away. They hunger 
no more, and thirft no more. They are fatished 
with the place, the company, the worfhip. 

Were our progenitors happy, while they contin- 
ued in the obedience. of God, and.had free accefs to 
the tree of life in Eden? Their offspring, who may 
be reftored by the Lord from heaven, and remem- 
bered by him when he fhall come in his kingdom, 
will fhare’in higher bleffings than they loft by the 
lapfe.. For grace hath fuperabounded, where fin 
abounded. 

In this probationary ftate, full of temptations, and 
fnares, and imperfection, the path of the gufé shines 
more and more. How then do the fpirits of juft 
men made perfeét advance from holinefs to holinefs ? 
They have not to ftrive for the maftery over the 
body, in the members of which there is a law that 
warreth againft the law of the mind. What im- 
provement of the faculties ? what acceffions of ho- 
linefs and joy, when death breaks the involving 
cloud? when the foul, no longer obftruéted or con- 
troled in its operations by a material body, fhall 
contemplate freely, and with unintermitting ardor ? 
—{hall be immediately confcious of the everlafting 
love of God? “With the expanfion of its powers 
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ew wonders will. open to its view. Feeling the 
emanations of glory from the Father of lights, muft 
not this be fulnefs of joy? , 
Faith is the fubftance of things hoped for, and 
“ the evidence of things not feen.”’ But no earneft, 
which faith gives, may be compared with the poflef 
fion of immortality, of eternal life. An hiftory may 
give a fketch of a falubrious, delightful country, rich 
in the choiceft produétions ; and of its inhabitants, 
- as wife, virtuous, perfectly harmonious, governed by 
the beft laws. But thofe only who have vifited it, 
who have a familiar knowledge of it and its citizens, 
duly eftimate it. We know not now what heaven 
‘is; if we know hereafter, we fhall be fatisfied. 


Upon the whole: The facred oracles affure us, 
that at death the fouls of the righteous pafs into a 
_ fate of higher perception and action, knowledge 
and blifs, than any ftate of the divine life on earth 
will admit. They further affure us of a time, when 
’ the body, which now fetters the faculties of the foul, 
will put on immortality, be reunited to the foul, and 
contribute to its progrefs in knowledge, holinefs 
and joy, thro’ endlefs ages. They alfo affure us, 
that in the glory of the refurretion one far /hall 
differ from another. 


If God knoweth the defires of the heart, and hath 
a fulnefs to fupply them— if Hz beholdeth with com- 
placence thofe who are renewed after his image in 
holinefs—if Hx will fulfil his promifes according to 
the riches of his glory in Chrifi—if the beholding 
his face in complete righteoulnefs, and awaking in 
his likenefs, can give perfect fatisfaCtion, well might 
the pious David felicitate himfelf in his choice and 
portion. All who have like faith, like love to relig- 
ion, and the fame hope in death, have made an hap- 
py choice. To queftion this would be to fay, that 
the fulnefs of unmingled, everlafting joy cannot re- 
compenfe what is done and fuffered in this fhort life 
for the fake of the kingdom of God—that the bleffed 
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God cannot or will not /atisfy the Souls of “the 
righteous. 


As for me, I will behold thy face in righteoufne/s ; 


Lfball be fatisfied, when I awake. with thy likene/s. 


We are comforted with thefe words, while we la, 
ment the early death of him, whofe funeral folem- 
nities we attended the laft evening. ass vy 
_ Mr. EpenezER Grant Marsu was known to 
you from his childhood. In each of the ten years 
laft paft, he was a member of my family a grea 

proportion of the time. Called by my efteemed 
friend and brother to fympathize with him and his 
houfe, and to minifter to you on this mournful oc- 
cafion, fome fketches of the life and character of 
this excellent young man will be expected, as a due 
tribute of refpect to departed worth. 


The Father of fpirits was pleafed to endow him 
with a fuperior genius, and a mind fitted for ‘con- 
templation. Formed by the earlieft education to 
ftudious and pious habits, favored with the beft ad- 
vantages for.the culture of his talents, he imcreafed 
in wildom and virtue, as in age. gt 
His fecret retirement and devotion, beft known 
to him who feeth in fecret, were remarked by thofe 
who guided his early fteps. 0) RS 
_ Admitted a member of College, in his fifteenth 
year, his application to his ftudies was afliduous and 
uniform ; fo that he always ranked with the firft 
fcholars in his clafs. The general tenor of his de- 
portment conciliated the efteem of his fellow itu. 
dents, and of the officers of the College. 
He was graduated in 1795 ; and continued to re- 
fide at New-Haven. In 1798 he was chofen In- 
ftruGtor in Hebrew; Tutor, in 1799; and Profeffor 
of Languages and Ecclefiaftical Hiftory in 1802. 


_ His eleétion to thefe various offices was a juft tribute 


to literary merit. +4 

Well acquainted with all branches of academic 
inftrudtion, it was his delightful employment to im- 
bue the minds of his pupils with {cience and virtuous 
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principles. He received in return, from each fuc- 
ceeding clafs under his inftrution, conftant teftimo- 
nies of gratitude, affection and efteem. 

Appreciating his advantages to lay a good foun- 
dation for future ufefulnefs and eminence in life, he 
feparated himfelf for the fearch of all wifdom. Sel: 
dom is a good genius cultivated by fo ardent a love 
of fcience. 

' He excelled in the learned languages, general Rif. 
tory, and ancient, efpecially oriental, literature. By 
placing in oppofite columns, im his manuferipts, the 

ory of manners and religious rites, in the eaft 
and in the weft, he endeavoured to make it con/pic- 
uous, that they had the fame origin. His differta- 
tions on the Mofaic hiftory of creation, the origin 
of language, and the defcent of all nations from one 
pair, evince his abilities and induftry. 

His laborious refearches embraced the antiquities 
of our own country, in the hiftory of which he was 
particularly informed. 

He examined the principles and manners of: the 
Moderns as well as the Ancients, and obferved the 
pafling affairs of the world." 

Biography, ecclefiaftical hiftory, and the eviden- 
ces of natural and revealed religion he had much 
attended to. 

On this great variety of fubjeéts, he made judi- 
cious extracts from, and compendiums of, the ableft 
authors. Thefe manufcripts contain fifteen volumes, 
about two hundred pages in each. 

* He commenced his ftudies, from day to day, 
with reading in his Hebrew bible, and penning down 
occafional obfervations on the original text. 

* Uniting good judgment with extenfive reading 
and a retentive memory; obferving alfo {tri&t order 
and method in his literary purfuits, he had amafled; 
from the beft fources, rare treafures of wifdom anid 
fcience. Not fond of mere abftrufe {peculations, 
he fearched for ufeful truth, and that only. He was 
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one of thofe practical {cholars, who value the dic- 
tates of common fenjfe. tages (Sie EG 
His converfation had nothing contra€ted or affue 
ming—nothing of the pedant or reclufe ftudent. 
It was cheerful without levity—entertaining. and 
pleafing to the wife and unwife. 
Confidering himfelf as a {teward—accountable 
to him who maketh fome to differ from others, his 
talents were confecrated to the glory of God, and 
the good of mankind. The fpirit of vital: piety 
added a luftre to his other accomplifhments. So far 
as a Chriftian may be known by the uniform tenor 
of his converfation—fo far as an irreproachable life 
lays a foundation to prefume goodnefs of heart— 
fo far as we may know the moral and_ religious. 
character of others, he feared the Lord from his 
youth. According to the fentiments and example 
in the text, he fought his happinefs in the approba- 
tion of God thro’ the Redeemer, a conformity to 
the divine moral perfections,.and the immortality. 
brought to light by the gofpel. No traits in his . 
character could lead us to number him among the 
men whofe portion is in this life. ) 
As a candidate for the miniftry, few come forward 
with his fund of fcience, advantages to magnify the 
office, and profpects of acceptance. His fermons, 
full of thought, written in a pure, perfpicuous ftyle, 
with judicious arrangement, and a proper degree of 
pathos, were applauded by the beft judges, and edi- 
fying to all. we tee 
Known and efteemed by the firft characters in 
this State, he had many teftimonies from learned 
and excellent, men in neighboring States. The 
Maffachufetts Hiftorical Society lately ele@ed him a _ 
member. In the official letter, informing him of - 
the choice, their fecretary writes, ‘“‘ Be aflured, Sir, 
‘* we have,no {mall refpe& for the charaéter you 
“¢ maintain in the republic of letters.”? He was 
refpected as far as known, and known far for his 
years. 
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Upon aninvitationfromone of thelargeft and moft 
refpectable churches in a neighboring State, he had 
engaged to minifter to them in the laft vacation at 
the College: But the myfterious providence of 
God was pleafed to order otherwife. Arrefted by 
a difeafe, which was attended with alarming fymp- - 
toms at firft, he languifhed about four months, and 
clofed the fcene. 

To the fervant, who made a good improvement 
of his talents, the Proprietor faid, Well done,—Thou 
haft been faithful ina few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: Enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord. 2 

In few inftances is the vanity of human hopes ex- 
emplified as in the early death of this rifing charac- 
ter. Verily every man, at his beft fate, is altogether 
vanity. While the family, kindred and acquaint- 
ance are peculiarly affected with his removal in the 
morning of life ; it will be lamented, as a common 
lofs, by the feat of literature, the country, the church, 
and the republic of letters. 

This death, in one view premature, is not fo in 
another. Toa fhort life, filled up with unintermit- 
ting induftry and ufefulnefs, as was that of our 
lamented friend, we may apply the obfervation, 
*¢ Honorable age is not that which ftandeth in 
“ length of time, nor that is meafured by number 
“ of years. But wifdom is the grey hair unto men, 
“< and an unfpotted life is old age. Though the 
<< righteous be prevented with death; yet fhall he 
be inrelt?” - , 

We believe that the foul of the deceafed is afcend- 
ed, and beholds a reconciled God—that his fle/h 
refteth in hope of awaking in his likene/s. 

Thus viewing the pre/ent ftate of the fon of their’ 
raifed expectations, his parents weep not for him. 
Had he been fpared, the fruit might have rejoiced 
God and man. But it fooths their forrow, to reflec 
that he was beloved on earth—and, what is more, 
to be perfuaded that his death is precious in the fight 
of the Lord. They will be thankful for a fon, whofe 
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fhort term was diftinguifhed by all diligence and 
good fidelity—who was an ornament to liferature, 
and a friend to the Hracl of God. Am ancient -fufs 
ferer hath taught them to fay, “ The Lord gave; 
“sand the Lord hath taken away; blefled be the 
“¢ name of the Lord. Shall we receive good at 
* the hand of God, and fhall we not receive’ evil ?”* 
In the continuance of five hopeful children, they 
fee mercy intetmingled with the ‘cup of: forrow ; 
and will, we truft, have ftill the joy of ‘fecing that 
thefe alfo walk in- the truth. AME. He Ae 
Good reafon have thefe to take up the lamentas 
tion, Alas ! our brother ; very pleafant hafe thow 
been unto us. It is a confoling thought, that their 
brother-is not dead, but fleepeth m Jefas, to awake in 
his likenefs. Following him in what was amiable; 
virtuous and praife-worthy, they, as he’ did, wilh 
Jjind favor with God and men ; when they die, their 
memory will be blefed ; and Jefus will remember 
them, when he cometh in his kingdom. The provi- 

dence of God, in the prefent affecting inftance, en= 
forceth the counfel of his word to them, to zumber 
their days fo as to apply their hearts unto wifdom. = 

«‘ Beware what earth calls happinefs ! beware . oa : 

«¢ All joys, but joys that never can expire. - ' ; 

‘* Who builds on lefs than an immortal bafe, a iat be 

“ Fond as he feems, condemns his joys to death.” 


‘We entertain hope, that the fpirit of the deceaf-’ 
ed may live in his brother. A pattern fo eminent 
may well excite laudable emulation. “With a fimi-' 
lar price to get wifdom, he will honor himfelf by a 
fimilar love of feience and virtue. If thow be wife, 
our 4eart /ball rejoice, even ours, is the parental lan- 
guage addrefled to him. I ale 

This Chriftian Society will accept the unfeigned: 
thanks of their Paftor and his family, which they 
requeft me to offer on this occafion, for very many 
and various tokens of regard in their afili€tion.’ 
Your remembrance of them hath afcended for ame- 
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morial before God. Strive together in your prayers, 
that, under the breach which God hath made, his 
confolations may not be fmall with them-—and that 
this affliction on your Paftor and his houfe may fall 
out to the furtherance of the gofpel with you. 

- A breach has been made on our feat of learning, 
which, viewed in every light, will net readily be 
repaired. That inftitution, for a fhort /ea/fon, re- 
joiced in him, who promifed to be a burning and fhi- 
ning light. We hoped that provifion would foonbe 
made for his eftablifhment in New-Haven, and in 
the office of Profeflor. O the fallacy of human 
expectations ! May the diftributor of the talents fur- 
nifh and raife up one of like genius and fpirit, to 
repair the breach. 

. Our religion does not forbid forrow, when. be- 
reaved.of pious kindred and friends: It only for- 
bids. immoderate, hopele/s forrow—forrow which im- 
plies a difbelief that God will bring with him them 
who fleep in Fefus. Sorrow, under the regulation - 
of that light which the gofpel opens into a future 
ftate, is juft ; and anfwers valuable purpofes in life 
and religion : It is but to imitate the fenfibility of 
the author of our faith, when he dwelt in fleth. 

No confolation for the deceafe of thofe, who were 
endeared to us while living, may be compared with 
this, that they are prefent with the Lord, and thalt 
awake in his image. ‘ In my Father’s houfe are 

** many manfions. If ye loved me, ye would -re- 
** joice ; becaufe I go to the Father. Blefled be 
*¢ the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
** who, according to his abundant mercy, hath be- 
“ gotten us again unto a lively hope, by the refur- 
** rection of Jefus Chrift from the dead, to,an in- 
‘¢ heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and.that 
“ fadeth not away, referved in heaven.” ; 

Compare the Chriftian doétrine,of immortality — 
with the darknefs and perplexity, which ever have 
overfpread the heathen nations, who, are without 

God, and. without hope. But for the light of the 
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gofpel, what would have prevented our embracing 
the doétrine of ¢ranfmigration, or that of annihila- 


tion? Either overcafts the foul with infupportable ‘ 


gloom. Either impeaches the moral charaéter and 
government of God. Pee: 
The ingratitude and perverfity of man are afton- 
ifhing, in refufing the light from heaven, and adopt- 
ing the opinion that death is eternal fleep. What 
reafon can be given for fo ftrange a preference, other. 
than this, Their deeds are evil? What a return to 
God for his unfpeakable gift !—to Jefus Chrift, the 
light of the world, the purchafer of immortality for 
perifhing finners! What folly and prefumption may 
be compared with theirs, who turn the greateft blef- 
fing into an occafion of greater damnation ? When 
they might fly for refuge, and lay hold on that hope, 
which is as an anchor to the foul, both fure and fted- 
' faft, and which entereth into that within the vail, 
they feek refuge from their own reflections, in the 
principles of infidelity. They take great pains to 
perfuade themfelves that death will be to them what 
it is to the beafts that perifh. Such is the madnefs 
of the infidel. He gropes at noon day. ‘The whole 
force of his mind is bent to eradicate the only prin- 
ciples which are the comfort and fupport of the af- 
flied, and give the victory over death—truths, 
which, if made known to thofe who fit in darknefs, 
_ and in the foadow of death, would be as life from the 
dead. When afked, Where are the departed fpirits 
of good men? the infidel anfwers, No where. He 
takes all confolation from furvivors. Nothing but 


grofs darknefs attends the dying. ‘The infidel is a 


fool from choice. 


Our fubje&t, and the affeéting providence which . 


gave occafion to it, remind us of the folly of de- 
pending on human fources of comfort. We are 
flow to learn a leffon fo neceflary to our peace, 
though taught it by daily obfervation and experi- 
ence. The breaches made upon us, every afilittive 
vifitation, God meaneth for good. On him it de- 
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pends, whether we obtain the objects of our earthly 
hopes ; how long we fhall enjoy them; and on 
what terms. The jufteft expectations from any dear 
relative or friend are tempered with the reflection, 
that his powers are frail—that he is mortal. His 
Strength is weakened in the way ; the days of his 
youth are fbortened. A wife and gracious arbiter 
of events determineth our circumftances, joyous or 
grievous ; the duration of our enjoyments or fuffer- 
ings; the bounds of our habitation and life; the 
manner and place of our death. May xe not do 
what HE will with his own ? 

If affliction is the appointment of our heavenly 
Parent, it fhould be acquiefced in as fuch, not as 
our deftiny. The confideration, that shings feen 
are temporal, will reftrain a wife man from fixing on 
them as a portion, whatever fatisfaction they may 
afford while enjoyed. Enjoy with gratitude every 
endearment : But transfer to no human friend the 
rights of God. Repair to him as your CHIEF Joy. © 
Give up your mortal interefts at his call. Streams 
fail ; but with him is the fountain of life. 

Tf need be, a Chriftian is in heavinefs—that the 
trial of his faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perifbeth, tho it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praife, and honor, and glory, at the ap- 
pearing of Fefus Chrift. 1s he vifited with pain en 
his bed and does he find little or no intermiffion 
or alleviation of diftrefs ? He feels not the fharper 
pains of a wounded fpirit. Peace of confcience and 
the hope of heaven can beguile his bodily pain. Is 

' he bereaved of his deareft poffeffions,—children on 
whom his earthly hopes were placed? He has ac- 
quainted himfelf with God, who keepeth covenant 
for ever ; and hath faid, J will never leave thee, nor 
forfake thee. Doth he fee death advancing ? He 
knoweth whom he hath believed ; and is perfuaded 
that HE is able to keep what has been commitied unto 
him againft that day. . 

The belief of immortality is a fure and ftedfaft 
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ground of confolation amidft the forrows and mif- 
eries of the world. Inthis belief men confefs that 
they are ftrangers and pilgrims on the earih ; and 
anticipate the joy of meeting in heaven kindred and 
friends, who have died in the Lord—meeting them 
in the company of all juft men made perfeét—cloth- 
ed in the Redeemer’s likenefs. 

In his vifion of the NEW or HEAVENLY JERU- 
SALEM, St. John faw “a pure river of water of life, 
<< clear as cryftal, proceeding out of the throne of 
“© God, and of the Lamb—And on either fide of the 
<¢ river was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
«* manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
“ month. And the leaves of the tree were for the 
‘¢ healing of the nations.” In Ezekiel’s vifion of 
THE HOLY CITY, upon the return of THE GLORY 
oF THE LorD, are mentioned “ trees whofe leaf 
“ fhall not fade, neither fhall the fruit thereof be 
“© confumed : It fhall bring forth new fruit accord- 
“: ing to hismonths.” The reafon affigned is, that 
their waters ifued out of the fanctuary ; asin John’s 
vifion they proceeded out of the throne of God and 
the Lamb. All fruitfulnefs, holinefs and happinefs 


bringeth health to fuch as need, and know that they 
need, a fpiritual phyfician. The tree of life im the 
heavenly paradife is an emblem of the immortality, 
purchafed by the fecond Adam for the defcendants 
of the firft. ‘ Blefled are they who do his com- 
‘* mandments, that they may have right to the tree 
‘¢ of life, and may enter in through the gates into 
‘Sibi: Guim. Davfar’ 
Bleffing, honor, glory and power unto urm who 
fitteth on the throne, and unto the Lams, for ever 
and ever. ; 
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